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As the gilded age drew to a close in 19th-century America, a lone inventor based on the west coast, John
Montgomery, worked against seemingly insurmountable odds to solve one of the great scientific challenges
of the ages — the “impossible art” of aerial navigation. Quest for Flight, an award-winning book, serves as
the basis for an entertaining talk by author Craig S. Harwood, the great-grandnephew of Montgomery.
Join him as he weaves the fascinating story of how Montgomery and a handful of his Californian peers col-
lectively transformed science fiction into reality, impacted societal attitudes toward this visionary science
and inspired a generation of Americans to take to the skies. Quest for Flight establishes, for the first time in
the literature, a basis for understanding the foundation upon which California’s burgeoning aviation in-
dustry of the 1920’s and 1930’s was formed.

Copies of this book, nominated for the AIAA’s Gardner-Lasser Literature Award and honored in the South-
ern California Book Awards, will be available for purchase and personal inscription by the author.

CRAIG S. HARWOOD is a native Californian living in Santa Cruz County, an engineering geologist by
profession with 25 years of practice, a technical writer and author of the multi-award winning and nomi-
nated book Quest for Flight. He is the great-great-grandson of a prominent Californian (Zachariah Mont-
gomery) and therefore the great-grandnephew of American aviation pioneer John J. Montgomery. Quest
for Flight is currently in nomination for the AIAA’s Gardner-Lasser Aviation History Literature Award.



